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Hear vow, O Joſhua, the 25 Prief, ä 
bos and thy Fellows that fit before thee + 


for they are Men mondred at : for be- 


bold, I will bring forth my Servant the 
"Branca. - | 


_ fort Joſhua : upon one Stone ſhall be 


0 Gravis thereof, ſaith the Loxp of 
. Hoſts, and I will remove the 7 es 
of that Land in one Day.” | 


Doubt not but the worthy Perſons, 


Bi bthold, the Stone that 1 FEY / aid 175 . 


"ſeven. Eyes, behold I will engrave the 


; who have fo long appear'd in the 
=. Glorious Cauſe of Reformation, 
and for many Years been lifting upa 
25 3 Standard N 


- 
me 


7 


2 A Reformation Sermon. 
S.tandard againſt the Growing Evils of 
the Day; as they were at fir convinc'd 
of the Neceffity and Importance of 
ſuch an Vadertaking,are nom more than 
ever ſenſible of the Difficulties which 
attend it, and Tam afraid have found 
em greater than could once be ima- 
gin'd. Tho? you have with much Pains 
and no /mall Hazard, been ſtriving a- 
gainſt Sin, and gain'd conſiderable Ad- 
vantage againſt the common Enemy, 
yet muſt it be own d your Endeavours 
La not met with altogether the 
wiſh'd for and deſir'd Succels, There's 
but too much Cauſe for the Prophet's 


Jer. 6. 29. Complaint, The Bellows are hurn'd, the 


Lead is conſum d, the Founder melteth in 
Vain, the wicked are not plucked away. 
the Iniquity of the Land is not yet 
remov'd. There's a great deal of Filth 
and Rubbiſh {till remaining to be ta- 
ken away. Ihe Wickeaneſs of the wicked 
is far from being come to an End. The 
Luſts of Men are too ſtubborn to be 
ſubdu' d without great Oppoſition, and 
continu'd Struggles. From all which 
it's evident, that how much ſoever 
has been already ſaid and done, there 
is need ſtill to animate and excite you 
to a diligent Perſeverance in this ex- 
cellent Deſign, and at the ſame time 
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to afford you all poſſihle A ſſiſtance and 


Encouragement therein, leſt you be 
wearied and faint in your Minds. This 


L apprehend is the principal Part of 
the preſent Day's Work, and more 


eſpecially aim'd at in theſe Diſcour- 
ſes. And tho' I am very ſenſible 
you have NOW pitch'd-,upon : a moſt 
1mproper Perſon. for this Service, yet 


ſince you have thought fit it ſhould 


be ſo, I ſhall, without any farther. A- 
pology, apply my ſelf to the Buſineſs 


of the Day, and (depending upon his 


Help, wit haut whom ne can do nothing) 
diſcharge it in the beſt Manner I can, 


by opening this Paſſage of Scripture, 


Hear nom, O Joſhua, the High Prieft, 
thou and thy Fellows that fit before thee, 


for they are Men wonder'd at, &c. Jo- 


ſbua with his Fellows, as the Prophet 


here tells us, were Men wondred at, 
for the Warmth of their Zzal, and the 


Boldneſs of their Undertaking, That in 
the Face of all Diſcouragements, they 


reſolve; to build the Holy City and 


the Temple; and this Viſion is de- 
ſign'd on par poſe to encourage them in 
their Work, and fortifie their Minds 
againſt all the Oppoſition they mignt 
expect to meet with therein. For this 
End they are directed to the Meſſiah, 
2 here 


Y 
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| here called the Branch, is whoſe 


they ſhould be able to perform this and 
every other good Work. He is here re- 


Strengthog Which Interpretation is 
Warrantred by: another Prophecy, 
hate the things here ſpoken of the 


Lant Types and Emblems, are ſaid of 
im without a Parable in the plaineſt 


* 


271 Counſel and Migli, the Spirit 


f the Lok ſhall be upon him, the Spi. 


der their hands; ſhould it be left entire- 


ſtructer and Counſellor, your Srteugt i 


* 7 0 3 L * * - 4 3 * 
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A Reformation Sermon. 
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Strength; and zuder whoſe Influence 


2 | | 
r 


preſented as having (ev Eyes,to ſigni. 
fie the Perfection of his Wiſdom; and 
byaStond to denote the Greatneſs of his 


Branch, under myſtical tho' ſignifi- 


and moſt expreſs: Terms, and may 
ferve for a Comment upon the Text, 
Aud there ſball tome forth 4 Rod out of 
Ahe Stem of Jeſſe, and 4 Branch ſbali 
grow out of hit Roots. And the Spirit 


S neo 


v f Wiſdom and Vuderſtanding, the 


Nuowledge and of | the | 'Fear-of the 
Lox : Andas this is a mighty Com- 
mendation 'of the Branch, {o-'was it 5 
a great Encouragement to the Faith of 
his People. This Deſign would fail un- 
y to their Management; therefore, 
Behold, ſays God, Ilxing forth my Ser- 
240 the Branch, "who ſhall be your Ta: 


and 


A Reformation Sermn. 8 
and dene ant and Com- 
forter therein ;. and what he was. to 
them, the ſame he mill be to all that are 
their Companions in the like Relrgiogs 


1 . 4 


" 7 


„The Gentlemen of this Society are 

not indeed their Companians in build- 

ing a material Temple, but may be ſaid 
properly enough to be employ'd in 4 
Deſign of ſomething the like Nature. 

Tour Work is to build up the Intereſts 

of Religion, and to promote the Ho- 

nour aud Worſhip of God amongſt us, 

lp far as your Influence and Endea- 

vours can extend. And /ike them you 

are Men wondred at by ſome, deſpis d, 
oppos*d, and contradicted by others. But 

be of good Courage ; Goon and build - 

in the Strength of the Lord. Fear not 

the Face of Man, where you, may ex- 

pect the Preſence of God. Be ſtrong, O Hag. 2. 4. 
Je People of the Land, I am with jou, 

ait the Lord, is a Promiſe you may as 
comfortably*apply to your ſelves, as 
Joſbaa and his Fellows did, to whom 

it was firſt made. And let this tir 4 
bar Spirits, as it did theirs,to work in the Hag. 1. 13. 
3 Houſe of the” Lo rd. elo e il 
The Argument to nforce, this Exr 


5 o 


: 


bortation may ſeem to lie out, of che 


common Road; but I am well atis- 


Hes B 3 lied 


9 Reformation Sermon. 5 
ſied you are in no Danger of being led 
out of the N, when for your Encou- 
ragement in this important Ser vice you 
are directed to him whomGod has laid 
as the Foundation and Corpner-Stone of 
his Church. It might then have been 
ſaid, What's a Promiſe of bringing 
forth the Branch to the Undertaking of 
Juſhaa and his Companions, in 2 5818 
the Temple? And the Argument with 
Reference to the preſent Deſign may 
have the ſame Appearance. What's a 
Diſcourſe of the Meffiafi to the Work 
of Reformation ? To which I anſwer, 
Much every Way. For to whom can 
we more properly be directed in an 
Undertaking Which ſo much exceeds 
all hamane Strength and Wiſdom, than 
the Stone upon which are ſeven Eyes ! 
And to whom can we ſo fitly look for 
Encouragement in our Endeavours to 
reform a ſinful Nation, as to him, who 
by the Sacrifice of himſelf remov'd the 
Iniquity of his Land in one Day? So 
that I cannot but think there's a great 
Propriety and Suitableneſs in this Argu- 
ment to the preſent Deſign, which 1 
ſhall endeavour to evidence, in opening 
and improving the following Propofi- | 
tion, laid down as the Scope and dum 
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M Reformation Sermon. „ 
In every difficult Undertaking for the Ob. 
Service of God and theIntereſts of Relgig. 
on, wherein me may be wonder d at and op- 

pos d by others, we muſt derive our En- 
couragements from him who by one Offe- 
ring has taken away the Iniquity of his 
People ; and is endued with perfect Wiſe 
dom and Strength, for the enabling others 

| 4s Inſtruments, to promote the ſame bleſ- 

NNE EE TIE EY oo 

This is not the firſt Time the 

Church of God had been relieved by a 

Promiſe of the Meſſiah's Incarnation _ . 

and Sacrifice, tho* ſowe hundreds of 

Years before his actual Appearance in 

the World. See I/. 7. 14. Hag. 2. 4, 

55 6,7. By which we learn, That 
Chriſt was and is the Subſtance of the 
Churches Comfort and Support in eve- 
ry Age; he furniſhes his People with 
Wiſdom, fills them with Grace, and bleſ- 
ſes them with Szcceſs in every difficult 
Duty. Seven Eyes are here ſaid to be 
upon one Stone, i. e. ſay ſome, The 

Eyes of all the Patriarchs and Prophets, 

the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, and of the 

Faithful in all Times, were lifted up 

unto and zZztently fixed on the Meſſiah. 

In him they placed their Truſt and = 
Confidence; from him they deriv'd 1 

their Supplies, and expected all their 2 

n B 4 __ Luccels, 


4 Reformation Aren. 


Succeſs. Now were the Fathers of old 
comfortedin the Faith and Hopeof the 
Meſſiah to come? Did they look unto 
him afar off, and were. they lightned- 
by that diſtant View, and ſhall not our 
es much more be lifred up unto the 
ſame Jeſus, already come into the 
World, for Light and Life; Wiſdom, 
Strength and Succeſs in every Religt- 
ous Undertaking ? The better to ob- 
tain this End, I ſhall here 1 | 


I. That we iy ber 64d unto oy. 
* in a Work for the Service of God, 
and the Intereſts of Religion, attended 
mith mam Difficulties in helf, and much 

oppos'd by others. 

II. Whenever me are fo; our Eyes af 

be up unto, and our Encouragements deri, 
ved from Chriſt, the Head and Founda« 
tion of his Church. And having gone 
through theſe two Heads, I ſhall cloſe 
the whole with a ſuitable Application. | 
To begin'\ with the firſt, wits Fe; 


3 We may be calÞd unto a en. 
gaged in a Work for God, of if great Diffic 
culty in itſelf, aua mach oppos:d4 by o id 
thers. So were Joſpus ang} ls 'Compe: 1 
Wions in their Day: * '* * 


9 Building © of the Temple WAS, \ 
i . 1. 


23 * 


4 


A Reformation Sermon, 9 
1. A Work of great Diſftculiy in it 1. 
ſelf, eſpecially.conſideringtheCircum. 
ſtances they were then under. Their 
Condition at hat Time was upon many 
Accounts very deplorable; they were 
lately come out of a long Captivity, and 
were ſtill under the Power of thoſe 
that once held them Captives. The 
holy Seed was miſerably trampled on 
and abus d. The Marks of Poverty 5 
and Diſgrace were ſtill viſible upon 0 
2 them, tho? the Yoke of Captivity was 
2 taken off their Necks. How then 
d, ſhou'd this poor deſpiſed People be a- 
4 ble to raiſe ſuch a Building as the Tem- 4 
L ple out of its Ruins? What Heart cou d - of 
they have to begin it? What Hopes 
cou'd they haye to ſiniſh it? It was 
upon many Accounts ſo unlikely, that 
others wonder'd at em for attempting 
it z Which leads us further to obſerve, 


2, A Work greatly opposd by others. 2. 
There was an open Door to build, and 


there mere many Adverſaries. 


Satan endeayour?d to provoke God 
. 7 . * 25 

againſt em, and make him their Ene- 
my. E ſtood at the Right Hand of Zech. 3. i. 
jJoeſhua to reßſt them: 
WW © Hs Inſtramems hung upon the Wheels, 

and made them drive heavily on. The Ezra 4 
5 e 


* — 
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an undiſturb'd Foſſeſſion. 
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I Reformation Sermon. 
People of the Land weaken'd the Hands o 


on, and mov*d for an Order to ſtop Pro- 


for a Time. 


Like theirs, yours is, 


_ defign'd to promote the valuable Inte- 
reſts of Religion, I have no doubt; 


Zardous I believe Ive are very ſenſi- 


is indeed an Hlercalean Labour. Ic ; 
is no eaſie thing to caſt out the ſtrong 


the People 7 Judah, and they trouble 

them in Building: They hir a — 
againſt em to fruſtrate their Purpoſe, and 
wrote Letters againſt em to Artaxerxes, 
accuſing them of Sedition and Rebelli- 


ceedings, whereby the Work ceas'd 


It's eaſie to obſerve how applicable 
this is in ſeveral! Inſtances at leaſt to 
the preſent Caſe ; and I believe you 
could run the Parallel in your own 
Thoughts, as I have gone along. 


— 


1. A Work of great Difficulty, That 
it is for the Service of God, and really 


and that it's exceeding difficult and ha- 


ble. The many Tears Experience you 
have had gives but too convincing a 
Proof of this. The Reforming the 
lewd Practices of a licentious Age; 
and cleanſing a polluted Land from 
its abominable Filth and Impurities, 


Man armed, who has fo long enjoy d 
Evil and 
8 izveterate 


7 Nr Sermon. "1, 


er Caſtoms arę not Pon bro- 
e 905 that have many Tears 
1 55 an e Liberty, and 

by Preſcription, won't eaſily be 0 
praiſe with to alter their-Courſe, 2 
It's hard to revive a long neglected 4 
Work, and lay effectual Reſtraints "2 
upon the Luſts of Men fo much us'd 7 08 
to domineer, Io this we may we - 
yours iss 

2. A Work mach oþ 09d by others. To 
| fay the leaft, | like 2 and his Com- 7 
panions, | W 
1. Joa are” Men 1 at. The 5 
worlaly, prophane, unbelieving, ignorant | 
Sort of Jems wondred at them and their 
Hopes; That they wauld zttempt a Work 
of ſo much Labour a nd Exp epce, In like 
manner, thoſe that are ge pie Wan cold 
and lukewarm, wonder at your Zeal 
and Forwardneſs; - the fearful and un- 
believing, at your Courage and Reſolu- 
tion; narrow ſelfiſh Spirits, who care 
not what becomes of the Intereſts of 
804˙, Church, if their on are ſecur'd, 
Wonder at your Piety and Self. denial. 
W Thoſe that are weary, and draw back, 
at your Conſtancy and Perſeverance, ; „ 
Such as are hardned in Sin, and re. N 
ſoly'd upon their Way, wonder at = 
196 Inſolence, e as they call it, _ „„ 

e 
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* ” 5. 7 


1, A Reformation Sermon. 
© dare ſtop their Carreer, and will not 
let them alone to take their Courſe, 
tho" it be to Aron their God, and un- 
de themſelves. Tn a Word, many 
wonder you will give your ſelves {0 
much Trouble, encounter ſuch Piffi. 
culties, run ſuch; Hazards, put your 
ſelves and others to ſo much Ex- 
pence, that you will venture the Loſs 
of Livelihood, and even Life it ſelf, 
and thus expoſe yourſelves to be ruin'd 
and undone, if not murcher'd— They 
wonder you will attempt 'to reform a 
Generation of Men that ſeem paſt 
Cure, and whom you can have ſo lit- 

tle Hopes of reclaiming. _ 


. . , n 


= But in reality the Wonder may rather 
be turn'd upon themſelves, That they 
4 aan ſo ramely obſerve the vile Affronts 
offer'd every Day to the Majeſty of 
Heaven, and behold Men in Droves 
running headlong to Deſtruction, and 
do nothing, or next to nothing to 
prevent their Ruin. It's Matter of 


* 


Aſtoniſhment they can be content to 


fc gil, and ſee the Virtue of the Na- 
7 . tion loſt, without endeavouring to re- 
| cover it, and Would be ſo unconcernd 

to prevent thoſe Judgments which we 
may juſtly fear our provoking Crimes 
are pulling down upon our Heads : 


| K. | Refermition ln. 15 wg 2 
tod himſelf obſervd this with Won- 


der, I ſam that there was no Man, and Iſa. 59. 
woblred there mas u \Literceſſour. * 150 16. 


0 But to return; 50 are like tem, at 
ift. , Men deſpiſed and inſulted.” 3 


me wondred at Joſbua and his Com 


Ex. panions, for the Boldu eſs f their Un- 
of if dertaking, others /augh'd at them for 
elf the Weakneſs of their Efforts. . When 
nd building the Wall, we are told, San. Neh. 4. 


| ballit and Tobiah 4g them to ſeorn, Ty 27 Jo 
44 and deſpiſed them, -ſaying, What do theſe 
alt! fetble Jews? Wil they fortifie themſelves? s 
W171! they ſacrifice in one Day ? If they. . 
begin, will they be able to finiſh 7 That 
which they build, if a 4 Fox, £7 , be Hall . 
q even break it Jovi. | Ziv 
And are there none by whom you 1 ON 
are inſulted in Tuck ſcornful Language? 


* 


Vbo pretend to ſo much more Virtue 
chan their Neighbours ? Do they 
= think to reform the Nation? If the 
W begin, will they be able to finiſn? 
What wil theſe feeble Men do? Hear V. 4 
O our God for we are) deſpiſed, and turn 
W their Reproach upon 1 their own' Head 
0 But neither! is this all, you are Men, 
5 3. Slander'd, e d and tondemn d. 
The Enemies of the Jews layght em 10 
Nals, 1 it was' a fickitious — B 

or. 


2 N 


What will theſe g dly Reformers do, &* 
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for theAttempt they pretended to ah Whu9s 
* * fill'd em with Rage, and the | really . OU 
a what they fis 70 deſpiſe They er 
Neh. 4. 1. were · wroth, took great Indignation ag ainſt 
em, and ſought to hinder the Wort; which 
they did by Threats and Menaces, fly 
Inſinuations and malicious Charges, 
exhibited againſt them to their Supe · 
riours. Should this be your Lot, 
marvel not at the Matter. They that i 
blaſpheme your God, won't ſpare to 
revile his Iuſtruments: But ſmite with MW 
Jer. 18. the Tongue of Slander, as they do with i 
1. the Fit of Wickedneſs.,  '\ Ml 


tenqds to the Safety and Honour of both. WK? 
Your Zeal by theſe will be reckon'd .. 
only the Effect of ſome perſonal Quar- 
rel; and the World bear in hand that 

ah hypocritical Affectation of Eſteem 

makes you more forward than others 
are, and buſier than you need to be, In 
ſhort, by theſe your Aims ſhall be miſ- 
"> | judg'd, 


= 4 * 


A Reformati on: Sermon, 


udg d, and e genſur d; 
your: ſelves: lie under the Imputation 


Beli-ſccking, . Theſe things will they 


No to make you odious to the People, 
nd, if poſſi Je, obnoxious to the Ma- 
WEIR ͤ K 
4. Lou are Men betrayed by others. 

Some pretended to build with the Jews, 
What being mingled with em in the 


D 


Work, they might have the fairer 


Opportunity to hinder it: Le? us build, Ears 4. 2. 
Way they, with you, for we ſeek your God 
Ws you do; and we do Sacrifice unto him S > 4 Jolf 
Put this was falſe : They ſaid they 

Were Jews, but were not, but were found 


L In like manner, ſome have u- 


Wurp?'d. the Name of Reformers, and 
Wpretended to be of your Society; they 
Jay to others at leaſt; we are Refor- 
ners, and engag'd in the ſame holy. © 
EDeſign, tho* they are not, but do lie. 
heir Aim is only to get Money for 

Ehcmſclves, and bring an Odium up- 

In you. Hence come many of thoſe 
Wile Stories, which are rais'd and 
read, and too eaſily believ'd to your 
Diſadvantage ; for Report, ox 5 ome, 
ne null Report. It's to betear'd, 


4 ; [ ? 


5. Toa 


* 


pf Raſhneſs and Indiſcretion, and 
Fhich is worſe, Unfaithfulneſs and 


AI 
ö I > 
* rl F 
Cc „ 
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* 5. Ton ure Men deſerted and forſaken 
by others:\T'wiſh there are none that ha- 
ving once put their Hand tothis\Plough, 
have lookd back, being fearful of the 
Miſchief that may come upon them- 
ſelves; and 'anbelieving as to any Good 
Net. 4. that's like to be done upon br her. Ju- 
iO dah ſaid, The Strength of the Bearers of 
Bardens'is decay d, we are not able to 
build the Wall, And are there none 
ready to ſay, The Work is too hard, 
the Service too hot, we are not able 
to proceed; the Diſtemper is tod pre- 
voalling ever to be cur'd; by any Re- 
Hoſ. 4. 4 medies we can apply: Let no Man 
therefore ſtrive nor teprove unot her. It's 
to no Purpoſe to think of reclaiming 
Men ſo hardned and obſtinate in Sin. 
They ſay, Let us alone that we may 
ſerve our Luſts; then een let them a. 
lone. If they-willruin themſelves who 
Zech. 11. can help it? That whichidies let it die, i 
that which lis to be cut off let it be cut off. 
They don't deſire, nay they oo 3 
they hate to be reform'd'; , The very 
applying the Remedy ewaſperates the 
Patient, inſtead of healing the Diſtem- 
er. If you endeavour to ſtop them 
in their Courſe, they quarrel with you 
for your Pains; then give up the 
Cauſe as Elijah did, not from want of 


7 
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Zeal for Reformation, but becauſe 
there's | ſo lit tle Proſpect 0 Sacceſs, Re- 


„nir into your Cell; Mourn for what 
0 you can't mend, and cry, Lord have 


Mercy on us, But be aſſur'd, rheſe 


Pretences ot Improbability of doing 


Miſchief to our ſelves, are nothing but 
the Sprouts of | carſed Unbelief, highly 


e diſhonourable to God and the Promiſes 
d, of his Word. If others therefore 
le ſhould draw, back, thro! Cowardiſe 
& BY and Indifference, let not this break 
pour Ranks and make you run from 
” BW year. Coors. deli, 21g. 
bs 6. Laſtly, You are refleQed on by 
15 Wl ſome for want of Sugceſs. After al 
n. the Noiſe and Buſtte made in the 
ty Town, by the Reformers, what Pro- 
2 © erefs, ſay they, is made in the Work of 
4 | 


_ Reformation ? The City, tlie Nation, 


the Sabbath more religiouſly obſerved 


Led and wounded in the Houſe of your 
Friends. But Good Men may be miſ- 


ou LE - | aken, and I hope are ſo in this Caſe 3 
he here may be more Good done than 
of Nrhey are aware of: Tho? ſuppoſe it were 


C otherwiſe; 


good to others, and Likelihood of doing 


is as wicked as ever. Are nat Oaths 
Wand Curſes, Is not Drunkenneſs and 
= Uncleanneſs,as common as ever? Or is 


Ethan beretofore ? Thus you are ge. 
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_ otherwiſe; the more Cauſe there is for 
this Complaint, the more you are to 
be pitied and pray d for. The Want 
of Succeſs is your own Trouble, and 
therefore ſhould not be objected a- 
gainſt you by others to your Reproach. 
It the Work does go ſlowly on, the 

greater Need there is of more Hands, 

and that thoſe you have ſhould double E 

their Diligence. : 

To conclude this Head, "three 7 

others think, the God of this World 

knows, that every Blow you give to 

Sin is a Stroke at his Kingdom, and 

therefore raiſes the whole Poſſe of Hell 

to oppoſe you. The Powers of Dark- 

neſs will be up in Arms, and ſet them- 

ſelves in array againſt you; thoſe that { 

Hate to be reform'd, Will with one 

Mouth cry down the Reformers. The 1 

F Drunkards, and Sabbath- 

breakers, will take the Alarum, al 

curſe the Reformation. They that 

Amos 5. 5 impatient of all Reſtraint wil hate} Y 

* im that reproves in the Gate, and abhor 3 ai 

Vun that ſpraks aprigluly. And which 4 6% 

is very ſhocking, ſome of thoſe very 

= Perſons, who by their Office are {et} 3 
®M in Defence of the Goſpel, and oblig'd 

to aflord, you what Countenance andſf 

: Aſſiſtance | they can, weaken your 7 

; | Hands, 
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Hands, traduce your honeſt Endea- 

vours, and repreſent you to the World 

as a Company of Refined Hypocrites, who 

under « ſanttified Pretence of greater Zeal 

ad Parity, turn the World upſide down. 

os Tempora, Ob Mores ! What an Age 

are we fallen into? And where will 

% 

But tho? you ſhould meet with 7hzs 

and much mort, be not offended. If 

the Temple be built, and God's Work 

goes forward, Satan will rage, and 

the Gates of Hell ſet them ſelves againſt 

W it: But fear ye not the Reproach of Men, Ila. 51. 

W neither be afraid of their reviling;\the 1, 8) 
Moth ſball eat them ap às a Garment. 2 

KRelieve your ſelves, my Brethren, a- Il 

W 2ainſt all chis Oppoſition, by confide- 

iag him iz whom all your Strength 

lies, and from whom all your Help 

muſt come, which leads us to the ſe- 

andi cond General,” AF 


hate II. Gen. When we are call'd to this II. 
bhor I diſſicult Service, our Eyes muſt be up un. a 
nicht, and our Encouragements deriv'd from * 
rery Cori, the Head and Foundation of his 


and Various Topicks have been inſiſted 
„outen, and different Arguments made uſe 
nds, =— | 2 "- 
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of upon this Occaſion :; all which ate r 
of Uſe in themſelves, and I: queſtion 4 
not have been urg'd with good Suc- 5 
ceſs amongſt ou. But 1 humbly think "| 
it may be ſaid of this as of Golrah's Bl 
Sword, IJhere' s none lile it. There can Pe 
a be no better MWeapon, were there but Bl. 
a more skilful Hand to ufe it. And 1 2 
freely on itis a Subject I have a pecuj- 
har You aſure in, and therefore even 7 
upon this Occaſion, ſhall farther evi- Ge 
dence the Suitableneſs of it. to the pre. OT 
feat Deſign, OY oo N ar 
* Firſt; l, hot. we are to look for ani * ; 
perf from C with in this. Wanken. | 
| | And, $4103: i > 
IT. — of Wha Enrouregement » we | 75 
J. 1 To uv 40 i 4 we. are to Mo: 3 Be 
: for and exyet from Chriſt the BRAN CH. Io 


becoming Way... the re, if any. Where, 


with the Serpezt's Wijaom, You had 1 
need have your Eyes in your Head, as. 
the wiſe Man has. There are many 


* Wiſdom and Conduct, that the : 
Wark ma) he managed in the beſt aud moſt 


ate Simplicity ſhou'd be temper'd i 


Obſervers that watch for your halting, i 
and would rejoice in your Fail, 80 
that 


* _ 
v 
- 
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that one great thing requir'd, and in- 


dom and Prudence, that you may nat 
by any raſh and unadviſed Steps, give 
© chem Occaſion who ſeek it, to reproach 


2 Perſons that manage it. But they that 
are of the contrary Part may be rather 4- 


2. Strength and Aſſiſtance ſufficient for 
the Day, and the Work of it, You muſt 
expect the Contradiction of Sinners, 
and all that Malice ſet on fire of Hell 
can do to oppoſe you. You row a- 
gal Wind and Tide; and mreſtle not 
only with Fleſh and Blood, but Principali- 
ies aud Powers, ag aiuſt ſpiritual Witked- 
Peſs in high Places. Leſt therefore your 
Hand, hang down and your Knees grow 
Meelle, look unto Jeſus, who endur'd the 


imſelf; and tho? he reſiſted unto 


Reſolution, tho? you can't expect it 
$92 an equal Degree, 0 


4 3 Succeſs in your Unaertaking, By 


25 Wis Affiſtance and Bleffing, you will | 
e Men of Wonder, in the Senſe ſome 


e of the Words in the Text, i.. Men 
KH ä for 


deed an eminent Degree of it, is Wiſ- 


the Deſign: itſelf, and condemn the 


E ſbam d, having no evil thing to ſay of ou. | 


reateſt Contradiction of Sinners againſt 
1 | - 


Blood, fer his Face like 4 Flint, that 
ou may be arm's wich the ſame Mina, 
nd ſteel'd with a like Courage and 
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Zech. 4 6. ſo much by Human Might and Power, Y 


of Men may be reſtrain'd by the coer- 


ſtruments of preventing the outward Þ 
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fori whom God does Wonders, by ena- 
bling you to doWonradtrs for God. But 
without this, your Labour will be in vain, 
your Time and Strength ſpent, your Peace 
and Liver epo for nought.” The Sins 


cive Force of Human Laws; but the | 
Hearts of Men can only be chang'd 


by the ſuperiour Power of Divine 
Grace. Lou may be the happy In- 


Acts of Sin, and bind Men in the 
Chains of the Law, that they mayn't 
range about like ſavage Creatures, to 
do Miſchief where-ever they, come ; | 
but it's God alone can change their 
Natures, and turn the Beaft into the 


Man. And I can't but ſay with ſome 


Freedom, in which you will bear 
with me, there can be no mighty Ex- | 
peckation from any Attempts of this i 


Nature, if Chriſt, th# Power and Ne- 7 | 
ceſſity of his Grace, be overlook'd ; and | © 


Men don't ſee themſelves concern'd i 
above all things to intereſt H 1» in 
the Affair: Since he has aſſur'd us, 


the great Changes to be made in the 


World, ſhall be brought about, not 4 
as by his own Spirit, 


* 72 
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« 
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J come in the ſecond. Place II. 
to 4 what Encouragement we 
have to expect theſe Supplies and this 
Sacceſs from Chriſt. And, 
1. His being endued with perfect Wiſ. . 
dom and Rnowledge, gives us Encourage- 
nent to expect Counſel and Direction from 
im. It would argue tod fond an O- 
pinion of your gwn Abilities, to think. 
you wanted no more Wiſdom than 
you are naturally furniſh'd with to 
manage a Work of ſo much Niceneſs 
and Difficulty. Now if any Man /ack 
Hiſdom, as what Man does not? let 
him 45% it of God, the Fountain of Wiſ- 
dom, let him receive it from Chriſt, 
he in whom are hid all the Treaſures ot 
= Wiſdom, and Knowledge. X 
2. His being inveſted. with all Power 
and Authority gives us Encouragement to 
= depend upon him for Strength and Suc- 
cee. When he ſent forth his Diſciples 
co ſet up his Kingdom in the World, 
Ja Work of great Difficulty, and in 
= which they were ſure to meet with 
the utmoſt Oppoſition, he prefaces 
Ws cheir Commiſſion with an Account 
of his own Authority, and aſſures 
cem for their Eacouragement, 1% glu. 
, Power in Heaven and Earth was 21-18. 
en into his Hands, All Power to 
: | KA” ſubdue 


2.8. 
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ſubdue his Enemies, and uphold his Peo- 
ple, To ſucceed "their Religious En- 
terprizes, and defeat the others mali- 
cious Deſigns. Let this then encourage 
your Dependance; He whom you 
ſerve is well able to ſupport you under 
the Weight of your Charge, and fortt- 
fie your Minds againſt all the Oppoſiti- 
on of your Enemies: And what he is 
able to do, he certainly wil 40, for 

faithful is he thar has promis d. 
The Efficacy of his Sacrifice, 
which i in one Day remoy'd the Iniqui. 1 
ty of his Land, is our great Encou- 

fragement when endeavouring to il 

Ila. 53. 6. reform a ſinful People. We all, wal 5 
the Prophet, like Sheep are gone , gt 
and are turned every one to his own Ways, 
and the Lord laid on him the Iniquity 11 | 
us all. He boreour Sins in his own Body L 
on the Tree, and by bearing them him- 1 
ſelf,remov?d? em from us. Witneſs was 

John 1. born to this by John the Baptiſt, in thoſe 1 

95 Words, Behold the Lamb of God, which I N 
takes away the Sins of the Morld; and | 4 
this he aid in one Day, that bleſſed i 
Day of Atonement wherein he offer a F | 

Hebr. 10. Himſelſ once for all to God, and by that 1 


I 4. one Offering for ever perfected pri that II 
are ſanctified, That which was not, 7 ve 
coulg not be qonè in many Days, in ma- tt 
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0. ny Tears, by thoſe innumerable Sacri- 
n- fices offer; d under the La; the Son 
li- of God perfected by one Offering, in 
ge ont Day: ſuch Strength there was in 
ou the Man of God's Right Hand; it was 
ler but one Da 
ti- move the Iniquity of his Land. 
ti- WW Now from this Conſideration, Is 
is moſt natural that our Eyes ſhould be 
for directed to the BRANcH, when we 
are endeavouring to remove the I- 
ce, quity of the Land. 


ui- ' It's certainly the afearelt Kindneſs 


2u- you can do this Nation; as it's the 
to ¶ greateſt Mercy God can vouchſafe a Peo- 
1ys I ple to take away their Iniquity : And 
-ay, if there be a Bleſſing yet in Store for 


29s, this poor Land, God will turn again, ax 7. 


and have Compaſſi ion on us, ſubdue our 


4 A of the Seas. 

Ihe only Means of removing Ini- 
quity in a Way of Atonement and Sa- 
tisfaction, is the Sacrifice of Chriſt. 


e 

* . 
3 „ 
"> * 
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Cod you may be ſaid to remove the 
Iniquity of the Land, by your Endea- 
38 vours to Reform it. Now this has been 
the Work of many Days, of ſeveral 


's Work with him to re- 


Iniquities, and caſt our Ns in the 


In this you had no Hand, for in this 


But as Aar in the Hand of 


Years 
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Years with you, and tho? not without 
ſome very conſiderable Succeſs, you 
are far from having accompliſh'd a 
thorough Reformation. Many ſtill 
po to be reform'd themſelves, and 
hate thoſe that attempt to reform 
them. The Nation, the City, ſeems | 
over-run with Vice and Prophaneneſs. 
The moſt putid Oaths and the vileſt 
Execrations are daily heard in our 
Streets. Joung ones haveslearnt, and 
old ones ha'nt forgot to prophane the 
ſacred and awful Name of God. He 
is oftner in ſome Mens Mouths than 
| their Thoughts, and ſuch Wretches 
1 there are, who ſend to Heaven more 
= Wiſhes to be damned, than they ever 
put up Prayers to be/aved, Oaths and 
Ciurſes are as common with ſome 
as Mords; Intemperance and Exceſs, 

as Eating and Drinting. Many drink 
and ſwear; forget the Law, and hate 
him that ceproves in the Gate. 
A very melancholy Reflection! a- 
gainſt which, however, relieve your 
ſelves with this Conſideration; What 
you have not been able to effect in 
ma) Years, the Branch can accom- 

Tf. 66. pliſh in ane Day. But who hath heard 
& 9. ſuchj a Thing? Whohath ſeen ſuch things? 
Shall the Earth be made to bring forth in 


On 


a 


o 


* — 


En: Day? Or ſball = Nation be born at 

Jonte? Tes! if God will ſethis Hand to 

the Work, For ſball he bring to the 

Birth, and not give Strength to A. 

forth? Shall he cauſe to bring forth, 

and ſbut the Womb? Is any thing too 

hard for him who remov'd the Iniqui- 

ty of his Land in one Day? Are not 

the Hearts of all Men in his Hand to 

turn 'em as he pleaſes ? and can't he 

© as cafily make them ceaſe to do evil, and 

learn to do well, as command em to do it? 

He that made a full Atonement by the 

vextue of his Sacrifice, can ſoon work 

Ja thorough Reformation by the Effica- 

cy of his Spirit. He can ſo purge the 

Land that there ſhall be no Iniquity, 

0 no NEQUAM, or not ſuch Numbers | 

however, of thoſe lemd, graceleſs, worth. 

% Wretches, who in ſo daring a man- 

= ner inſult their God, and defy his Laws. 

He is able to write in the fulleſt Cha- 

raccters, HortN Ess unTo Taz LoRD, 

upon all Ranks and Degrees of Men; 

and make it viſible in the common A. 

Cions and ordinary Employments of 

Lite, according to that glorious Pro- „ 

phecy, 1» that Day, ſaith the Lord of 10021. 

== Hoſts, HoLiness To THE LORD ſball | 

be upon the Bells of the Horſes ; and the 

Pots in the Lords Houſe ſhall be like the 
F Bowls 
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Bowls before the Altar: Tea every Pot in 

Jeruſalem and Judah fhall be Holineſs to 

the Lord ; and in that Da ay ſhall there be 

#0. mare 4 Canaanite in the Houſe of 

the Lord: Which bleſſed 18 05 the 

Lord haſten in his Time. | 
1 add proceed to the 


APPLICATION; 


Wren I ſhall addreſs my citfct to A 


the Gentlemen of this Society, and 
then to others. by 

I. To thoſe already engag'd! in this - 
honourable Warfare; and what I pro- 


3 pound to my ſelf herein, 1s bott to o en 


encourage and direct you. 


I. To animate and encourage you to 


perſevere i in this excellent Deſign. Yours "7 3 


is no Society form'd for any Temporal 


Advantages the Members thereof ex, = 
pect toreap by it ta themſelves; but = 
I perſwade my ſelf a compa ſſionate . 
Concern for your dear Country, a . 


warm Zeal for the Honour of our od, 


and a ſincere Deſire to promote *he "2 
valuable Intereſts of Religion, are the . 
Springs which firſt gave Riſe to this a 
noble Undertaking, and the generous = | 
Principles by which you are ated in 


ic, Then 2 Britain: happy Lon- 


don 
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don! That in thee are found ſome who 
Jeet thy Good, and would prevent thh 
Rain: That there are ſome to ſtand. 

: lin the Gap, and make up thoſe Br eaches, 
Wart which we might otherwiſe juſtly 
fear our | Mercies would go out, and 
04's Jadgments come in.-Ho.]---’- 
Will ſo ever things are with us, our 
Caſe is not yet ſo bad as theirs, of b 
whom God complain'd, I ſought for 4 Ezek. zz. 
Alan that ſbould make up the Hedge, and ** 
tand in the Gap before me for the Land, 
hat I ſhould not deftroy it, but 1 found 
Pione. It's ſome Comfort, that among 
che vaſt Crouds of licentious and in- 
orrigible Sinners, ſome few at leaſt 
Are zealous for the Obſervation of thoſe 
Laws, which, others are ſo forward 
Jo break, and dare to reform thoſe that 
ere to offend. Bleſſed be God ſome 
here are that do agree: in this, how: 
nuch ſoever they differ in other things; 
2 Rnd tho? of diferent Communions, for 
the Worſhip of God, are of one Society 
or the Reformation of Manners. Some 
1 here are whoſe Souls, like that of 
ighteous Lot, are vex'd from Day to Pet. 2. 
h with the filthy Converſation of the 7s 8. 
Picted. And in whom ſome thing of 
hat excellent Spit prevails, which 


he Royal Pale expreſs' d in thoſe 
_ FR Words, 


8 
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Plal. 119. Words, Rivers of Water's run down mine ¶ unr 
28 Eyes; becauſe Men keep. not thy Laws. 
With him they behold Ts anſgreſſors and 
are grievd at the Diſhonour done Nan 
ro God, and the Miſeries Men daily 
bring upon themſelves. When St. che- 
Acts 17. Paul. beheld the City of Athens ſo uni- Au 
16. 7: 
verſally given to — and Ido- 
F latry, his Spirit Was ſtir'd within 
im at ſo ſad a Sight: In like man. 
ner, ſome Holy Souls are ſenſibly touched 
to ſee the whole City, the whole Land, 
given to all manner of Wickedneſs 2 
and Impiety. Theſe have been jea- Sal 
lous for the Lord of Hoſts, and re. 
ſolv'd as they are able to plead his 
Cauſe againſt Vice and Profaneneſs, 
lf being ſenſible hi Filth and Dirt mult 
| be ſwept away by the Work ef Re. 
formation, ot we ate like'to be fwept 
m_ with the Beſome of Deſtruction. dil 
This (for your Encouragement) 
takes away National wilt, and we 
may hope will . National Jos: 2 
Had there bern ten \cfclibeous Perſons 
in Sodom, it had been preſerv'd from 
Ruin for their Sakes. Had there been a 
Society in geren Are that in Lon. PB bo 
don, es have R to conclude, 
choſe deſolating It ments, which 
4. | un- 
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ine  unreſtrain'd Vice brought upon the 
.. City, had been prevented, For thus 
and ſays God by the Prophet, Ran ge ta ſer. 5. 1. 
and fro thro' the Streets of Jeruſalem; 
ce now and kiow, ſeek in the broad Places 

WJ hereof, if you can find « Man, if there be 
i any one that executeth Ju doment, that 
0. ww Truth, and I will. pardon 11. 
hin How low did God condeſcend in the 
an. MW Caſe ? If you can find a May, a fins 
9 ⁴ ale perſon, a few that have a Zeal 
1 bor God, and are active for Reforma- 
ef; þ tion, II ſpare the Land for their 
ea · 1 Jakes. How much more may a conſi- 
re. derable Number of zealous and faith- 
his ful Reformers prevail to rurn Aru 
Vrach from the Land? 
However, (for your further Encou- 
Wragement) you'll have this Satisfacti- 
ept on, that you have done your Duty, 

I diſcharg'd your Conſciences, and deli- 

ver'd your own Souls. The Mour ners, 
1 and much more the Reformers in Je- 
3 raſalem, had a Mark ſet upon them 
for Preſervation, when the Rebels were 
3 markꝰd out for Deſtruction, Ezek. l 
Aud as a further Encouragement, 
tho' you ſhould fail of Succe, you 
. ſhafl not loſe ho Reward. If the 
4 Lord hearkned and heard, and a Book 
of Remembrance was written to re- 
= a cord 
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faithful, merciful, and almighty Je Wcct 


A Re formation Sermon. 


cord the godly Speeches of thoſe that 
fear'd the Lord in an evil Day, and 
thought upon his Name, how much 


more will the many good Deeds done by 
Jon to this Nation, be recorded to your 


immortal Honour? 

Go on, therefore, my Brethren, to 
remove the Iniquity of the Land by 
Reforming it. It's but a little while 
this Struggle will laſt. Time and Op- 
portunity for Service will ſoon be o- 


ver. Work, therefore, while it is 
Day; and what your Hands find to 


be done, do it with all your Might. 
Be not weary of this good Work; Lou 


have run» well, let nothing abate 


your Zeal, or hinder your Progreſs. 
Lay aſide every Weight and run with Pa- 


tence the Race ſet before you. Confer not 


with Fleſh and Blood. Bring no ſuch il 


dangerous Enemies to the Council- 7 
Board. Go on in the Strengtli of the 


and Bodies, tho” againſt their Wills, 


and you may have from gem but lit- 


tle Thanks for your Pains. You have 
God on your Side, the Promiſes of 
his Word for your Support; the 
Prayers of his People for your Suc- 
ceſs. You have, in a Word, the 
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A Reformation Sermon. 
ſus for your Strength and Conduct. And 
1% 
2. To direct and counſel on. 
1. Fix' your Eyes apon, and expect all 
our Supplies from Chriſt the Branch, 
= Never leave him out of your Work, 
from whom all your Encouragements in 
it are to be derivd. What Arguments 
may not the conſidering him who en- 
dur'd the greateſt Contradiction of Sin- 
ners, furniſh you with for Patience and 


15 BF Conſtaney, in ſtriving againſt Sin? And 
to how fitly will this ſerve to ſtore your 


ht. Minds with the tendereſt Compaſſion to 
ou Bl the Souls of Men, whilft the warmeſt 
ite Zeal is expreſs'd againſt their provoking; 
YO ring tartan 


E . 2. Look well to your felves. When caſt- 
20: ing the Beam out of others Eyes, if poſſi- 


* 


ich ble leave not a More in your own. Evi- 

dence your Uprighenell dy keeping your 
he ſelves from your own Iniquity, whilſt 
uls you are endeavouring to remove it from 
the Land; and be careful to {et good 


it- Examples, as you are concern'd to ſup- 


Ve preſs bad ones, that your Zeal may not 
of be contradicted by your Practice. 


= 2}. Give God the Glory ofg all your Sac- 
c. Tho' your Endeavours, it muſt be 
he owa'd, are far from having all the Suc- 
ceſs a good Man would wiſh, yet Pm 
R „ > per- 


3 


24 A Reformation Sermon. 

perſwaded they have much more than 

{ome do imagine. The Land, we may 

hope, - by your:Means, has been eas'd in 
ſome meaſure of that Load of. Guilt it 

once groan'd under the Burden of. Ma- 
ny. have been reclaim d, or at leaſt re- 
ſtraiu'd; not a few Perſons and Families 

{aa from Ruin and Deſtruction. Some 
Sins driven into Corners, Which would 
otherwiſe, by this Time, have appear'd 

with anopen Face, and been committed 
far more than they now are in the Sight 
of the Sun. If then you have gone thro* i 
any Service for God, and gain*'dany Suc- 

ceſs in your Work, aſſume; not the Glory 

of it to your ſelves, but aſcribe it wholly 
to God; Not anto us, not unto us, but unto 
thy Name give the Glory, is the Strain in 
which all our Songs of Praiſe ſhould run. 
'Tho' you have done more than ozhers, 
yet not more than was your Duty; and 
when you have done all, muſt acknow- 
ledge you are but unprofitable Servants. 
I proceed in the Concluſion, .= 
2 Exh: To invite and perſwade others th ſet their 
Hand to this good Work, Thoſe that are 
themſelves doing the Lord's Work, call 
out for your, Aſſiſtance, or rather Gd 

himſelf, by them, makes this Proclama- 
Ex. 3.26. tion; Who is on my ſide, who? Who will 
bag 94. riſe up for me againſt the evil Doers? 75 x 
| ; | $110 
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_ A Reformation Sermon. | 

Vins will ſtand up for me againſt the Work" 
lers of Tniquity? And will not you take 
Part with God againſt Tranſgreſſors, 
Rand heartily join with them who deſire 


Charge, now, or in the Great Day ? 


Won't you then join Heart and Hand in 
this excellent and uſeful Undertaking ? 
Was there ever more Need to-do it:? 
How manyYears had our Land lain neg- 


row with Briars and Thorns, which 
ll the Pains of others have hitherto been 


Wardly to be match'd for Impiety, conſi- 
Hering the Advantages we enjoy, and 
he Engagements we are under to Holi- 


Wnade in the curfed Art and Trade of 
Win? The moſt poſitive and expreſs 
Commands of God are notoriouſly viola- 
ed: The moſt condeſcending Acts of 
ivine Goodneſs in the Gift of Chriſt, 
Ind the Revelation of the Goſpel, tram- 
led upon with the profaneſt Scorn and 
Contempt, and the malt engaging Ap- 
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Rand endeavour to reform the Land? 
Can you ſtand under the Weight of that 


Wccted, and like a Field untild, over- 


oo little to root up? Is it not a Land 


A eſs? What Improvements are daily 


Pearances of Providence in our Favour, 
o otherwiſe improv'd by many, than. 


35 


oa have not gone up into the Gaps, nor Ezek. 13. 


Wade up the Hedge for the Houſe of Ifrael. 5. 


36 A Reformation Sermon. 
zs if we were deliver'd to commit all 
manner of Abominations. And this Dif. 
eaſe, in a word, is become epidemical, 
having infected all Ranks and Degrees of 
Jer. 5. 4, 3. Men | I ſaid, Surely theſe are poor and 
| fooliſh, they know not the Way of the Lord, 
nor AP feb the Tudgment of their God, 
Ii! get me ta the great Men, and ſpeak to 
them : Jo the Nobles and the Prieſts, MW tyr 
who have had a higher Birth and better 
een ͤ ones 
Hut is it any better with theſe ? Alas, 
no! they are more refractory and obſti. 
nate than the former; ſo: that no Laws 
can bind em.: For theſe have altogether 
broke the Toke, and burſt the Bands aſunder, 
The Apoltle's Complaint too well be: 
Philz. fits our Day: There are many walk, of 
whom I have often told you, and now tel 
ou weeping, they are Enemies to the Croſs of 
Chriſt. It's not only here and there one, 
that walks after this manner, but great 
Numbers of all Sorts and Ranks, many 
of all Perſwaſions and Characters: And 
this is not only a ſingle Act of Wickedneſis, 
committed now and then thro' Surprize ] 
and the Strength of Temptation; but i 
it's their conſtant Courſe, and daily Pra. 
ice. I have, ſays the A poſtle, often told ff 
you of them, and now tell you weeping ; he 
cou'd not ſpeak it without Tears in his 
| Eyes; 


4 Reformation Sermon. 
Eyes; it was the Grief of his Soul, and 


if. WM wounded him at the very Heart. They 
al, ¶ are Enemies ta the Croſs of 'Chrift, a Scans 
of dal to that holy Name by which they 
dare call'd. Their God is their Belly, they 
d, ¶ glorj in their Shame, and without preven- 
1d. ting Mercy their End mill be Deſtruction. 
0 Thale Things are not ſpoken as a Sa- 
ts, N tir upon Mankind, and to expoſe the 
ter Nakedneſs of the Land. I do not, God, 


Inuſt, knows, I do not ſay this to ag- 


as, : 
ti. Spirits of Men, too much embirter'd al- 
ws ready, but as one really affected with 


the Exils complain d of, and would re- 

joice in nothing more than the ſeeing 
ehre, 8 
Are then theſe things ſo? and that 


Lime to wort? High Time for us to work 
for God, and God to work for us; That 
Vertue may yet be upheld in ſome Re- 


nd putation amongſt us, and all Moratiry 
1s, mayn't be loſt, where Chriſtianity is 
126 profeſs d. 1 
ut BY Oh then that you would come to the 
7a. Help of the Lord; come in unto the Help 
of His People, againſt the mighty; The 
he BB mighty Sins and Sinners of the Day. Help 
his BY them by your Countenance and Approbe- 
1 „„ tion, 
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gravate Matters, and exaſperate the 


they are who can deny? Do Men thus T 


5 ſal. 119. 
= make void the Law ? and is it not then 


1 
I. 


1 
. 


. 


down. Help chem by your Subſtance f 


A Reformation Sermon. 
tion, in a Work ſo much decry'd and run 


and Eſtates, in a Work of ſo much Charge pr no 


and Expence; further the Work by your yell t 


ua was contending with Amalek in the 


aud oppoſed Cauſe of Reformation. Say 3 Ah 


Countenance by their Practice; and ei- 


fervent Prayers, and let your Hands be 


lifred up while the Diſpute laſts, as thoſe {he of 


of Moſes were in the Mount, whilſt Jo. {heir | 


Valle). Let it be your daily Requeſt ; |Mra#/ 
Favour, Lord, this - righteous Cauſe; tif 
1 ot thou the Work of their Hands; Nat e 
the Mork of their Hands eſtabliſh thou it. Ne ov 
Wou'd many be perſwaded to join hear- Nut oc 
tily in this laadable Deſiga, who knows IM 
how far the Reformation might ye? be 
carry'd;/ and what Bleſſings the Nation 
might reap thereby? Then be not afraid, Mah, 
be not aſbam'd to engage in the deſpis'd 


not, It's in vain to attempt it; We de. 


ſpair of ever ſeeing any great Matters s o 
done by it: How can we expect to ſuc- 


ceed, conſidering the Circumſtances we em 
are under? prof: 13116117 

M any are grown ſo daring, they defy 
all Attempts to reclaim em. Some who 
are oblig'd by their ice to ſuppreſs Vice 
and Prophaneneſs, give it too much 


ther won't at all, or with a very ill 
Grace, puniſh the Crimes in others which 
N they 


K * 
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A Reformation Sermon. 
ey frequently commit themſelves. 
Many live at eaſe, and, Gallio like, care 


f reform'd, won't touch the Work with 
Ine of their Fingers. Men are divided in 
- MWicic Opinions concerning the Work it 
Elf, and as ſome doubt whether it be 
ſt; Fr adicable,others queſtion whether it be 


4 


5; at engage in it. Theſe things, it muſk 
Wc own'd, are very ſpocking, and can't 


2 
5 
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mo 
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Phe Diviſions of Reuben did. 


Let God find you in the Exerciſe of your 


Peet with in the Way; and be aſſur'd 
r your Comfort, the Time will come, 
hen he himſelf will take the Work into 
21s sc 
Fandard againſt that Flood which now 


WIL the Spirit be poured upon us from 


1- RY" /derneſs, and Righteouſneſs remain in the 
ill NIitfal Field. The Work of Righteouſneſs 


— 


Pr none of theſe things. Some that wiſh 
pell to the Land, and would gladly ſee 


iſtifiable, and are ready to blame thoſe 


Nut occaſion many Thoughts of Heart, 
But be not fearful nor faint-hearted. 


ay, whatever Diſcouragements you 


ens to bear down all before it: For ſo 

Ws he aſſur'd us by his Prophet, Men Ila. 32. 
% be careleſs, and at Eaſe, upon the Land | an cs 
nn People ſhall come Briars and Thorns, 


= ich. THEN Judgment ſhall dwell in the 


Ille Peace, and the Effect of Righteouſe 


neſs 
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s own Hand, and effeRually lift up a 
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neſs ſball be Quietneſs and Aſſeratiee for E--| 
ver. Then {hall ſuch Work as this be 
carried on with far greater Succeſs, and 
the Inhabitants of the World more un 
verſally -parg'd from their Filth and Un 
cleanneſs,. Then Mercy and Truth, eve 
amongſt Men, as they hive done with = 
God, [ball "meet together; and Righteo ll 
5005 and Peiictembrace each other. Our «8 
_ natural Diven and Contentions ſhall 
then ceaſe. The ſmall Sparks of Lov 
- which are yet left, ſhall be blown up in. 
to a Flame, and that Fire of Wrath ani 
Hatred, Malice and Envy, which neve! 8 
came from Heaven; ſhall it be then extiu 
guiſh'd. Love and Charity, fo mud 


| 9 recommended by the Goſpel, and madſ 


fuch a Aeg Badge of Chriſti 
nity, mall be more than'a Name in ll | 
midſt of us; and if there ſhall then be: : 
may room for Differences of Opinions, A | 
Perſons ſhall: ſee themſelyi ; oong'd 1 J VB 
the Exereiſe of if NO Y 3 
To conclude, in that Day, as we au 84 
EY inthe Words immediarely after t 
Text, Te ſhall callovery Man his Neighbou 3 
ander the Vine, and under the 'Fig-tree 2 2 
Men ſhall live in Plenty and Safery, 1 S 
Peate and Love; the God of Peace an! 


Love ſhall be with chem, and the Nam, 4 F 

of the City Y 

"ik A MM A H, The Lord is Hove, 3 
52 „ 


